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ABSTRACT

This paper descnibes a collaborative database project that
focuses on access to materials on topics relating to digital
libraries that are organized within an educational framework.

Categories and Subject Descriptors
H.3.7 [Digital Libraries]: Collection. User issues

General Terms
Design. Human Factors

Keywords
Education for digital libraries, web portal, Project 1-DLR

INTRODUCTION

Many of the digital library (DL) sites available today on the
World Wide Web (WWW) focus on DL research and DL
projects, but do not cater to the needs of beginning DL
leamers. who need some guidance and a reference
framework to explore the complex domain that comprises

Interactive Digital Library Resource Information System:
A Web Portal for Digital Library Education

Thomas R. Kochtanek
School of Information Science and Learning
Technalogies
University of Missouri-Columbia
Columbia, MO 65203 USA
+1 573874 3730
kochtanekt@missouri.edu

collect Web URLSs that pointed to DL resources. The mitial
idea was to create a meta-site for students and scholars
seeking mformation on the topic of DLs. Tlus mutial project
was called Project DL [1]. and the result was a browseable
site arranged by format. which included paper, electronic,
and visual media. In the next stage of the project. a second
group of students changed the organizational scheme from a
Jformat basis to one based on a topical arrangement, derived
from categories created by the NSF's Digital Library
Initiative II (DLI II). Users were now able to search by title,
location, the URL of the resource. or by categomes of
research as represented by the DLI II orgamizational
framework.

During the Fall Semester 2000, a third group of graduate
students reviewed the initial efforts and concluded that the
content had become too broad and unfocused by trymg to
serve users with a wide range of skills and knowledge levels
The tarzet audience of this new effort was to be those new to
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